
ôYou come here and you have fun ð thatõs the whole idea...
we demand to be classed as òluxuriousóõ

When turning onto McCormacks Lane leading up to The 
Buckland Studio Retreat, the line of  four little studios 

sitting on the hill is not immediately apparent; such is their 
seamless blending into the valleyõs environs. But then you spy 
themé and your heart skips a beat. 
 ôHow utterly adorable,õ youõre sure to þnd yourself  
thinking. And distinctively unique as well. Rusted metal, 
corrugated iron and timber make up the materials from which 
these winged-roofed studios designed by local architect, 
Andrew McCoubrie, have been constructed. Step inside, 
though, and theyõre anything but rustic. Smooth wooden ÿoors 
with deep pile, softest of  soft ÿoor rugs greet you - leather 
reclining chairs, combustion wood-þres, corduroy couches, a 
neutral colour scheme and modern amenities, including Smeg 
cooking appliances, a dishwasher disguised as just another 
kitchen drawer and an espresso machine þlled with fresh 
coffee beans.
 What else could someone possibly need? That was 
the question owners Sabine Helsper and Eddie Dufrenne 
asked themselves when establishing The Buckland. The idea 
was to create an all-in-one holiday retreat, where every single 
detail has been taken care of, even some you may not have 
considered yourself  - like aromatic candles, for instance. If  
you didnõt guess it already, The Buckland is unashamedly 
romantic. Each studio is outþtted with one luxuriously downy 
king-size bed. No place for children. Due to environmental 
concerns, there is no spa bath either. But the double-headed 
shower that spreads over half  the bathroom space and looks 
out into the neighbouring bushland through a ÿoor-to-ceiling 
glass window, more than makes up for that omission. There 
are shower loofers for two, LõOccitane body products for two, 
chocolates for twoé Ah, bliss.   
 ôYou come here and you have fun ð thatõs the whole 
idea,õ says Sabine. ôWe had an elderly gentleman staying here 
and he called me because he had arthritis in his hands and 

he was having a hard time getting the blinds down in the 
bathroom. I said Iõd come out and do it for him but he said not 
to worry about it. I thought it was about privacy and he said, 
òNo, Iõm only concerned that Iõll splash on your windows.ó I 
said, òJust go for it! Splash away! Have fun!ó He said, òIf  I was 
to do that at home, my wife would have my head for it.óõ
 The lack of  baths in the studios has proven a point of  
contention, however. ôWe demand to be classed as òluxuriousó 
because thatõs what weõre aiming at, and I think that is what 
weõre doing, explains a determined Sabine. ôWeõve been told we 
donõt have the spas, therefore, we can never go þve-star. But 
we did that consciously for water conservation. Itõs the number 
one issue in Australia ð water conservation - not just here but 
across the whole of  Australia. And this is a small contribution 
we make and, because of  it, we might lose a few customers 
- but so be it.õ
 When pressed about her passionate stance regarding 
environmental concerns, Sabine says, ôI think we just canõt 
take the world for granted, can we? Look at it (she gestures 
across the Buckland Valley of  chestnut groves, gum trees and 
grape vines), itõs just beautiful.õ Thatõs why Sabine and Eddie 
have taken the hard, and more expensive, road in making their 
exclusive holiday retreat as eco-friendly as possibleé within 
practical limitations (for example, Sabine screws up her nose at 
the thought of  composting toilets).
 ôThe buildings are designed to take advantage of  the 
summer breezes and the winter sun to come in and warm it 
up,õ says Sabine when running through the propertyõs eco-
friendly appointments. ôTheyõre designed for cross-ventilation, 
wrapped in insulation all around ð even underneath the studios 
- and we also have double-glazing. We use environmental heat 
pumps for hot water and we only use green energy. All the 
building materials are as sustainable as they can be, given the 
circumstances, of  course, there are some limits. We also didnõt 
want the architecture to take over the environment so we chose 

WORDS BY EMMA WESTWOOD PHOTOGRAPHY BY JAMIE DURRANT

   @hhZci^Vah  




